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SUBJECT: Iragq-Iran Border Negotiations PR AR e =1
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Regnvald Richardson BAGGE, the Swedish Ambassador te Iran, has :

confirmed that positive steps are being taken by the Iraql and Iranian N;
Govermments to settle their differences on border questions with the
assistance of a Swedish arbitrator. About a week ago the Swedish

Embassy in Tehran received fdentical notes from the Iranian Fereign
Ministry and the Irsql Embassy providing for the Joint acceptance by

the two partles of a Swedlsh topographical expert to assist the Iraql

and Iranian commissioners In their work, According to Ambassador Bagge,
~the man who has been selected i{s the surveyor for the city of Stockholm,
He 1s a man with high technical gualifications but without any legal '
background. Bagge also sald that it was his understanding that the
arbitrator would be solely concerned with the land frontier between

the two countries and would not be involved in negotiations concerning
the Shatt-al-Arab, He surmised that, whereas the same comnissioners

fer Iran and Iraq would consider both the land boundary and the Shatte
aleArab, the arbitrator would be used only in the former case.

Confirming the Impression that the reporting officer received
from his talk with Najibh SHABIBI, Third Secretary in the Iragi Embassy,
on the same question (see referenced despatch), Bagge said that it was
not clear to him from the information he had received so far from the
Iraqls and Iranians whether the arbitrator’s decisions would be binding -
or would be subject to final confirmation by the two parties,

: It is Ambassador Dagge's understanding that the head of the
Iranian commissjon will be Mohsen RAIS, a former Iranian Forelgn
Minister, who was until about six months ago the Iranian Ambassador
In Parls, More recently he was considered a strong candidate for
the position of Foreign Minister in succession to Al Qolfi ARDALAN
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"7afte?;the latter left to take up his new post as Ambassador tanfhe
United States. According to biographic data in the Pmbassyts files,

- Rais was a member of the delegation which defended Iran's case on

' the Shatteal=Arab before the League of Nations in 1934. He should

L : t;her"ei‘erje be thoroughly famtiiar with the question,
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- Copieg sent to:

Amembassies Baghdad, Amman,
Stockholm _

Amconsulates Basra, Kirkuk,
Isfahan, Meshed, Tabriz,
Rhorramshahr |
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